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SOI.ON Re51dents contmue
to questlon ‘the wisdom of

:_.chxse at one of thi

placing a McDonald’s fran- :

EATERY

From AT

-rnission last week approved
18 of 21 requested variances

for a new restaurant at the
northeast corner of SOM Cen-
ter and Aurora roads, on the
site of the closed Sunoco gas
station.

McDonald's is expected to
appeal the three variances the
Planning Commission denied,
one of the reasons the pro-
posal was delayed anng with

the fact Councilman William
Russo was absent from Mon-
day’s council meeting. =

~But that did not prevent
residents from voicing their
concerns about the project.

“When we have a potential

combination of one of the
busiest intersections in Solon
and what is probably the busi-
est, highest-volume commer-
cial franchise in history, it
might be cause to take a sec-
ond look,” Ryan Mystkowski
said of some “very legitimate
safety issues” he feels are be-
ing overlooked.

-

While she’s not opposed to
McDonald’s, -Jacki Calavitta
pointed to traffic counts from
the Cuyahoga County Engi-
neer’s Office that have tallied
as many as 43,000 vehicles
traveling through the inter-
section. The SOM Center-So-
lon Road intersection regis-
tered higher, placing No. 10 in
the county’s busiest intersec-
tions, with more than 60,000
vehicles a day, although those
figures date back to 1994.

Looking at.the number of
variances sought, including
the percentage of required

__ parking spaces being voided,

Calavitta contends “it’s too
much: pro;ect for the parcel.
1t’s Ot s

Former Mayor Bob Paulsan
said variances. should be con-
sidered when it’s a matter of

g practlc ;'_dlfﬂculty' ;jghard-
shlp being imposed on the ap-- o

Hoffman sa1d in addition to'
‘access concerns,; McDonald’s
1'has received preliminary ap- - - .
-proval-from the Plannmg LT
- Commission for a vanance of"
1-about 45 parking spaces
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1 “That’s more than is going
.| to be in the Iot,” Hoffman said
of the greater than 50 percent
variance, adding: there will be
| ramifications if council grants
| the parkmg space ananc Kl

pretty much shot » Hoffman
said; “That means somebody'-

,can always say, ’You gave 1t_t0
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